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FRANK GAFFNEY: Ladies and gentlemen, good evening. Could I ask you to come to
order, please? Shh, right. Good evening. My name is Frank Gaffney. I’m the president of the
Center for Security Policy. And it is a high privilege — (applause) — thank you — it is a high
privilege to be invited back to be the master of ceremonies for what is actually the best event of
the year, Sarah Stern and EMET’s annual dinner. And it is a great privilege to welcome all of
you to that dinner. (Applause.)

Now, it turns out that there are those who would like this dinner not to have happened,
and we may find out more about that later. But for the moment, thank god, it has happened and
that we seem to have accommodated most, if not all, of those who wanted to be here. And that is
another blessing.

My job is simply to make the trains run on time, so I'm going to spare you much in the
way of my own views on the importance of truth at this moment, except to say that it has never
been more needed than it is now. (Applause.) It has arguably never been in shorter supply than
itis now. (Applause.) And all of these things converge to make the importance of the
organization that is bringing us this dinner, and whom we are here to support, more needed than
ever, now.

So let me present to you the woman who has made EMET a force to reckon with, a
woman who is, needless to say, the driving force behind all that we believe in at the moment,
particularly with respect to the Middle East and Israel, and who I'm very proud to call a dear and
cherished friend, Sarah Stern. (Applause.)

SARAH STERN: Thank you so much. Ilook at this room, look at all of you who have
made this possible. I can’t thank you enough. As you know, my name is Sarah Stern. I am the
founder and president of EMET. It is my profound pleasure to welcome you here tonight to our
fourth annual “Rays of Light in the Darkness” dinner.

I often ask myself, what provokes a person to speak the truth, even when he knows those
very words will carry a death sentence on his back, and cut himself off from everything he’s
always known — his family, his friends, his kinship group, his life — forcing him to run and be in
hiding for the rest of his life?

From where does one summon up the courage to defend a tiny, unpopular country
without much natural oil reserves or much natural wealth to speak of, aside from a certain sense
of intellectual gustiness and drive, a nation that is trying its very best to survive and yet,
managing to thrive in a very tough neighborhood?

Where does one summon up the courage to speak out against the total wave of
opprobrium that, that nation, Israel, is constantly being subjected to within the polite corridors of
Western Europe and academia and in the international court of public opinion, such as the United



Nations, where people employ standards that they would never, ever use to employ towards their
own nation?

And from where does the amazing leadership come when the threats become more than
just verbal, but are to his sheer physical existence, and everyone else seems to be either just
looking away or finding sophisticated euphemisms for just stalling for time? I do not know
where this courage comes from, but I do know this: When I look at the Middle East, I see a
place where the latest theater has been the waterways, and the backdrop has been on unwritten
script of cries of hatred, jihad and death, all the while being costumed in humanitarian clothing.
And the treasured booty that’s being pirated is international sympathy.

I see a place where the culture of hatred of the Jew, death and martyrdom is far too
rampant. We see this culture in the textbooks that the children learned from the UNWRA-
controlled schools. UNWRA, which was supposed to have been a temporary solution to the
problem of the Palestinian refugees in 1948, has become a part of the problem, not a part of the
solution. And its schoolbooks are replete with hatred and incitement to hate and to kill. And
they teach their children that, one day, their grandfathers’ orchards and vineyards in Haifa will
be theirs.

We see it in the Arabic press, on our television screens and in sermons from the mosques.
And because of the advent of satellite television, this hatred has metastasized and it has found a
place in far too many hearts of the youth in what was once a more moderate part of the Arab and
Muslim world. I see a place where young women who have been raped in Saudi Arabia are
murdered by their own family in honor killings and religious and political minorities are
subjugated, tortured, imprisoned and murdered.

I see what was once the prospect of a beautiful, free, independent Lebanon of the Cedars
Revolution becoming more and more remote under the suppressing and suffocating boot of
Damascus. And I see a beautiful, Green, freedom-loving, democratic movement in Iran being
crushed under the same repulsive boot of massive repression from a threatened, insecure regime
that killed that beautiful woman, Neda, approximately one year ago today. And they have
continued to suppress and execute freedom-loving intellectuals, dissidents and homosexuals.

And no one, not even our own government, seems to be coming to their aid. I see an Iran
that is governed by the fanatic mullahs of Qom, which has an eschatological, apocalyptic version
of Islam. I see a leader, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, who feels that he will speed up the coming of
the 12™ imam by wiping Israel off the map. And with each passing day, he comes closer and
closer to realizing his dream, while we, in the West, seem to be buying them time by debating
which sanctions we shall employ.

I see an Iran that should be tried in an international tribunal for the crime that it is already
committing right now countless times — for the crime of incitement to commit genocide,
prohibited against the United Nations Genocide Convention of 1948. But instead, our
institutions of universal jurisdiction, such as the U.N., are focusing all their energies on trying
one democracy in the Middle East, and trying it for the crime of trying to prevent a corridor on
the seas to be opened to weapons of terror and death that will be aimed against its people.



And I know that when Israel, “the Minor Satan,” is at risk, America, “the Great Satan,” is
also at risk, and cannot be far behind. Because our two nations are bound by the same Western
values of liberty, which the Islamists resent and despise. I see a rising tide of radical Islamist
terrorist groups of Hamas and Hezbollah, and I know that their puppet-master is in Tehran. I see
Iran emerging as a clear and present danger to the stability of the entire free, Western world as
we know it.

I see it flexing its muscles daily for Islamic hegemony and I know that the gymnasium
that they’re using to flex its muscles right now is in southern Lebanon with Hezbollah and in the
Israeli-Palestinian territories with Hamas, where they are receiving their orders directly from
Tehran. I see Hamas borrowing a page from Hezbollah, and beginning to dig tunnels into Israel
just as Hezbollah does from southern Lebanon into northern Israel. And I see Syria transferring
an arsenal of thousands upon thousands of SCUD ballistic missiles with a 450-kilometer range
that are capable of striking any city within Israel.

I see a Gaza that had been given an opportunity in 2005 to be a free and economically
vibrant, independent Palestinian state, but squandered that opportunity when the people freely
went to the polls in 2006 and democratically selected the terrorist group Hamas to run it. Isee
how the gift that the Israelis gave to Gaza by the withdrawal was reciprocated by the raining
down of over 10,000 Qassam rocket missiles on the Israeli border town of Sderot in southern
Israel, which Israel is trying to prevent from happening again today by imposing its naval
blockade, which, by the way, according to the United Nations Charter, in Article 51, is every
nation’s primary responsibility to do; to protect the lives of its citizens.

And by the way, there is no siege of Gaza. There have been thousands of tons of
humanitarian aid that is being inspected in the port of Ashdod and transported, through the
proper channels of the U.N. and International Red Cross. There is a total blockade, however, of
one person in Gaza, and his name is Gilad Shalit. I see demands coming out of the international
community, and even from elements of our own government, that now, it is time to accept the
Saudi peace plan, which now means a right of return of millions of Palestinian refugees.

It also means going back to the pre-1967 borders, which would make Israel exactly 9
miles wide at its narrowest waist. And that would mean that any Qassam rocket, missile, could
reach Ben Gurion Airport. Just imagine what would happen if a Qassam rocket missile reached
Ben Gurion Airport. Israel would be cut off to all air transit, and totally isolated.

I see a nuclear arms race that is rapidly being built up in the Middle East, and I see their
weapons are becoming increasingly more sophisticated, more light and more portable and lethal.
While these nations easily sign a Nonproliferation Treaty that is not worth the piece of paper it’s
written on, Israel, who values the promises it makes and knows that the best defense is always a
good offense, and sometimes, the best secret is a poorly kept secret is once again singled out for
opprobrium.

And I even see people here, within our own government, who harbor the delusion that
there are elements of Hamas and Hezbollah that are good and that we should start negotiating



with them. I’d also like to say a word about Turkey. We’re all profoundly disappointed in
Turkey’s recent behavior under the government of Recep Tayyip Erdogan, but there are still
wonderful, secular, democracy-loving elements within Turkey, and we should not give up on
them. (Applause.) I know that the final page is not written, and the final chapter is not closed,
when it comes to Turkey. It’s a fluid and dynamic situation, so fasten your seatbelts. There are
some wonderful people there who are still followers of the Ataturk Revolution of the 1920s. So
let’s please try and cultivate them.

I see Islamist groups establishing and rooting themselves around the great capitals of the
West. These are people who harbor the belief that wherever a Muslim sets his foot onto will
eventually become part of a holy Islamic caliphate. And there are some Islamists, even here
within the United States, who would like to establish Sharia law and to substitute it for the
Constitution. And that means that if someone who’s exercised his freedom his religion and has
renounced Islam, they are liable to receive the death penalty under Sharia law, even here within
these great United States.

I see a world, now, that is nothing short of Kafka-esque. It is, as my good friend, Ginger
Pinchot likes to say, it is an upside-down world. It is a very dark picture, indeed, but then I look
around this wonderful room and I see some amazing people, who each, in his own way, represent
the very best of what humanity has to offer. I see people here who have risked everything —
everything — to tell the truth. And each of you, I want to thank, individually.

Senator Sam Brownback. (Applause.) Thank you so much. Congressman Brad
Sherman. (Applause.) Representative Doug Lamborn. (Applause.) And I especially want to
thank our two wonderful Muslim and Arab dissident friends here tonight — excuse me? Oh,
one’s Persian. I'm sorry. (Laughter.)

Amil Imani and Mosab Hassan Yousef. (Applause.) And these words — Amil and
Mosab, you have shown us the very best of what it takes to be a human being. You have
transcended the accident of your birth and you’ve penetrated through to the human core of all of
us, and I want to thank you for all of that from the bottom of my heart. (Applause.) Thank you
very much.

MR. GAFFNEY: There was a note.

MS. STERN: Yes, before I — there are a bunch of wonderful human beings in this room.
Talk about the best that humanity has to offer. Congressman Trent Franks (applause).
Congressman Mike Sodrel, and his wonderful wife, Petra (sp). (Applause.)

Some former honorees: Farid Ghadry — (applause) — a wonderful Syrian dissident and
James Woolsey, one of my dearest, most wonderful friends. (Applause.) Thank you all for
being here. You are all, to me, the VIPs. You are all very important people. Oh, Congressman
Bill Cassidy, thank you so much. (Applause.) Frank?

MR. GAFFNEY: Well done, Sarah, as always. Thank you, once again, to the members
of Congress and our other distinguished guests, especially our previous recipients of the award.



As Sarah says, it’s part of a community and it is great to see it growing, both in numbers and in
terms of, I think, its formidable beliefs. And as I said earlier, they have never been more needed
than now.

In the interest of making the trains run on time, I’'m going to do my level best to ask each
of our speakers to confine themselves to about five minutes, if they will. They won’t, they
won’t. (Laughter.) But we’ll try, and as a result, we will hopefully get through this program
with dispatch. But I think you will find each and every one of these individuals to be worth the
wait, and certainly, most estimable people.

We’re going to start with what I have considered to be, as an old “Scoop” Jackson
Democrat myself, something of an endangered species these days, which is what passes, these
days, for a “Scoop” Jackson Democrat. His name is Brad Sherman. He represents Sherman
Oaks, California, something he likes to point out. (Applause.) He brings to the job —
specifically, the job of the chairman of the terrorism, nonproliferation and trade subcommittee of
the Foreign Affairs Committee of the House of Representatives a particularly valuable skill set.

You might wonder, how does trade get tucked into these other two, very national-
security-related issues. Well, it’s because he particularly appreciates how important trade and
commerce are to the national security, and in particular, to the fight against terrorism and
proliferation.

And specifically, he has been a driving force in the House behind legislation aimed at
trying to deny a country that Sarah properly focused all of our attention on, namely, Iran, the
benefits of trade that are enabling so much of the dangerous behavior in both the terrorism and
the proliferation areas that threaten us all. So Congressman Brad Sherman, I invite you to come
forward and bring your skills as an attorney and a CPA to bear on the cause of freedom.
(Applause.)

REP. BRAD SHERMAN (D-CA): Hello, I'm Brad Sherman from California’s best-
named city, Sherman Oaks. (Laughter.) Just because Frank stole my line doesn’t mean I'm
going to give it up. (Laughter.) It is an honor to be here with all of you, but especially with two
individuals who risk their lives every day, Amil Imani and especially Mosab Yousef.
(Applause.)

And let me say there would be no more peculiar application of American law than to
exclude Mosab on the theory that he participated in Hamas activities. (Applause.) And the law
and bureaucracy of this country does not always act in a logical manner, but by god, we’re going
to make sure that we don’t exclude this man on some technicality. (Cheers, applause.)

Six years ago, Sarah Stern brought to me an interesting idea — the U.S.-Israel Energy
Cooperation Act, which I introduced in 2004, which became law about two years ago, and which
is already funding joint research projects between Israeli and American institutions designed to
wean the world from its addiction on petroleum. Because there are no two countries with a
greater incentive or a greater capacity to deal with a problem that only the greatest rabbis can
understand, and that is why Hashem put the oil in all the wrong places. (Laughter.)



Now, this year, we’re fighting to get this act funded at $10 million. We received — a
couple-dozen, or so, members of Congress have joined me in that effort. And I see a few
members here who will want to join me in talking to the energy and water subcommittee,
perhaps even tomorrow.

Now, this is important not only for the technological discovery, but also, even the
greatest friends of Israel, when they close their eyes and they think of Israel, they think of Cyrus
(ph). When you close your eyes and think of Israel, think of science. We have got to change the
image of Israel as a perhaps-deserving object of American protection or concern and start
thinking of Israel as a place where the science that will make American lives better is being born.
(Applause.)

And furthermore, Uzi Landau, the relevant Israeli minister, has pledged to me that Israel
will match America dollar for dollar, so for every dollar we invest, we get two dollars’ worth of
research. Some of you are familiar with the 1996 antiterrorism act, which makes it illegal for
any U.S. person to provide any material assistance to any terrorist organization. I have brought
that act to the attention of the attorney general and suggested that he begin an immediate
investigation of every American person on that flotilla. (Applause.)

For the clear and sole purpose of that flotilla was to provide material assistance to Hamas.
And I’ve studied the statute: There is no exception that says, well, if you’ve read Gandhi and
you have a pure heart, you can violate the law. There is nothing there that says, well, if it’s only
cement or only this or only that, you can violate the law. And the Supreme Court agreed with
me just two days ago. (Applause.)

And for those who doubt the legality of Israel’s efforts at sea, remember that it was
America that blockaded Cuba and Germany and Japan, and not only state actors, but we also
blockaded the Confederate States of America. And whether it is World War I or World War II
or the Civil War, I think the outcome might well have been different if America had not used its
naval power to deny materiel to its adversary.

And Israel has no lesser responsibility to its citizens than America had to its citizens to
provide for their defense. (Applause.) Now, for more than a dozen years, I’ve been fighting for
sanctions against Iran. And today, we signed the conference report, and this week or very early
next week, we will pass legislation, which will be just about everything we should have done in
1999.

We are doing a great job; we’re just 10 years, 11 years slow. But forgive me if I at least
celebrate that we’ve come this far, because now, for three administrations, we have seen
administration after administration both violate the Iran Sanctions Act, which has been on the
books since the mid-‘90s for the purpose of protecting Tehran’s business partners, and we’ve
seen every administration — and the last administration was successful at this for eight painful
years, for myself — preventing Congress from adopting any new sanctions against Iran of any
significance.



I can discuss with you why it is that the executive branch, under administrations that
people think are diametrically different has taken relatively similar positions, but it is time for us
to say, you ought to choose: Do you want to do business with Iran, or do you want to do
business with America? So let me describe a little bit about what we have accomplished. We
have added the refined petroleum sanctions to sanction those companies that provide refined
petroleum or refinery equipment or relevant insurance or transportation because, as many of you
know, Iran is dependent for about 40 percent of its refined gasoline on imports.

We have provided sanctions on those who do business with the Iran Revolutionary Guard
Corps. We have finally liberated mutual funds and trust funds, and especially state and local
pension plans, to divest from those companies that are doing business in Iran without a fear of a
frivolous lawsuit — a provision that was opposed by the last administration for eight years. The
only time they were in favor of frivolous lawsuits was when it helped companies invest in Iran.

Just in case you haven’t noticed, I’ve been extremely frustrated with the last three
administrations. It’s a bipartisan thing with me. (Laughter.) I do have legislation pending — see
some potential co-sponsors here — to say that those who divest from companies doing business in
Iran and reinvest in other, good companies, do not face a tax, but rather, get a carryover basis,
because divesting from terrorism should not be a taxable event. (Applause.)

We are providing sanctions for those, like Nokia and Siemens, which gave the Iranian
government the power to spy on its own citizens and to interrupt their use of the Internet. We
have banned all imports to the United States — I remember going down to the floor when
Madeleine Albright opened up our markets, not to oil, but only to stuff we don’t need and they
couldn’t sell elsewhere, and said, there’s blood in the caviar. Well, starting next week, you’ll
just have to make do with Russian caviar. (Applause.)

Now, most important, we — many of these sanctions require the State Department to take
action, which, under three administrations they’ve refused to do. We have laws on the books
since the mid-"90s that says, a foreign oil company invests in the Iranian oil sector, they’re
supposed to be subject to sanctions, and three administrations have told me that on the days those
investments are announced, their copy of the Wall Street Journal never arrived!

So we do have sanctions here that require action by the State Department to enforce, but
we have one that isn’t. And that is a requirement that, before you bid on a U.S. government
contract, the executives of the company have to certify on behalf of their own company and all of
its international affiliates that they are not engaging in providing Iran with investments in its
energy sector. And that doesn’t require State Department enforcement. That means you lose the
contract unless you stop doing that kind of business with Iran, or unless you’ve got an executive
who’s willing to incur criminal penalties.

I think a lot of companies will decide that they’d rather do business with the U.S.
government than the Iranian government. Now, I’m going to just preach to the choir a little bit
to remind you, because you’re going to have to explain to your friends why this is so important.
Iran is the number one security threat to both Israel and the United States. If Iran develops



nuclear weapons, that is an immediate Middle East arms race. It means Iran, already the number
one state sponsor of terrorism, can practice terrorism with impunity.

It means that every time one of their gunboats challenges our fleet in the Persian Gulf, we
go eyeball-to-eyeball with a hostile nuclear power. And for those who tell you that the Cuban
Missile Crisis turned out all right so deterrence must work, reflect on the fact that Khrushchev
was considerably saner than Ahmadinejad. And how many Cuban Missile Crises do you want to
survive? And how many of them will we survive without the actual use of nuclear weapons?

But even all that, if, inshallah, the people of Iran rise up and are about the overthrow this
government, do you really think they’ll pull a Gorbachev, shrug their shoulders and walk off the
world stage? Or will they decide to go out with a bang? And will that bang be in the Great
Satan or the Little Satan? And if you think missile crisis and missile defense will keep you and
your neighbor safe, reflect on the fact that it is much easier to smuggle a nuclear weapon than to
develop an ICBM, and it provides a terrorist state with plausible deniability. So I think if we hit
—if we do get hit with an Iranian nuclear weapon, it will be ground freight, not air freight.

So we have got to mobilize the American people to do far more, because the sanctions, as
big step as it is — is not enough to prevent Iran from moving forward with its nuclear program.
Now, for those of you who say sanctions can’t possibly work, imagine if we had a simple rule of
law that said no country could do business with the United States if any of their companies are
doing business with Iran. That kind of sanction — that’s more extreme, even, than I’m proposing
right now — would work.

You need truly bone-crushing and immediate sanctions, or you put Israel in a position
where it has to take military action, which could very well take the form not of a few days of
strikes, but of what I call “sanctions from the air,” an effort to cripple the Iranian economy and
oil exports. And if that happens, we’re going to have to explain to America, this is not
Jerusalem’s fault; it is the fault of America going to sleep for a dozen years while we knew Iran
was developing nuclear weapons. (Applause.)

So be prepared to advocate for Israel, no matter what happens. And let us hope that we
don’t have to find out what it’s like to have Cuban Missile Crisis after Cuban Missile Crisis with
a hostile, nuclear state that is already the number one state sponsor of terrorism. Look forward to
working — oh, one last thing. I know that this brief speech — (laughter) — can’t possibly tell you
all the things I’'m up to. Please just send me an e-mail at congressmanbradsherman@gmail. And
I’1l put you on the list, I’'ll send you the long version of this speech. And more importantly, I’11
send you supplements as they arrive. Thank you very much. (Applause.)

MR. GAFFNEY: Wonderful.
REP. SHERMAN: Wow! There’s got to be a camera somewhere. There’s a camera.
MR. GAFFNEY: Congressman Sherman, thank you — (applause) — not only for being

with us, but for sharing that great news about the conference report being signed, and hopefully,
swiftly enacted into law.



I, for one, appreciate enormously what the congressman has been doing to try to make
sure the laws of the land are enforced and strengthened in the kinds of ways that he’s talked
about. So let us pray that it is not too late. Okay — calls coming in from the sidelines, here.
(Laughter.) In the interest of bipartisanship within the House of Representatives, I’'m going to
ask our next speaker to come from the Republican side of the aisle. (Laughter.)

He is a congressman from Colorado, a member of the House Armed Services Committee;
I’'m very pleased to say the chairman of a new caucus of the House — he’s also a member of the
Israel Caucus — but a new and, I think, very important caucus that appreciates Israel and is
working on its behalf, as well as on behalf of the United States, namely, the Sovereignty Caucus.
His name is Congressman Doug Lamborn. Please welcome him. (Applause.)

REP. DOUG LAMBORN (R-CO): Thank you, Frank. Boy, it’s so good to be here.
There’s some wonderful friends here. And it’s an honor, first of all, to be awarded this award
tonight. I really appreciate that. It’s an honor to be with my respected colleagues, Senator
Brownback, Representative Sherman and other members who are here today.

And it’s an honor to be with Mr. Mosab Yousef. I’ve read your book, “The Son of
Hamas.” I’'m going to try to get you to sign it before you leave. (Laughter.) But I'm really
looking forward to your remarks and I appreciate your courage and bravery. (Applause.) As a
matter of fact, I am circulating a letter — we already have signatures today. Trent Franks, for
instance, is on it — representative from Arizona — saying to Janet Napolitano that you be fair
when you do this hearing with Mr. Yousef. You take all the facts into account. And we’re
circulating that letter right now. (Applause.)

Also, I want to thank EMET and everyone who works here — Sarah, you do a wonderful
job — and everyone who supports this wonderful organization. (Applause.) Now, let me answer
a question that I’ve heard many times asked, myself: Why do people in the evangelical
community here in the U.S. support Israel? And let me try to answer that for you. There’s at
least three reasons.

First of all, we believe that Israel is a key, democratic ally of the U.S. in a dangerous and
strategic region, the Middle East. The technology that we share and work on together — there’s
just so many things. We could spend all night talking about those strategic reasons. Number
two, we believe that countries that are loyal to the U.S. should be rewarded, a novel concept,
right? You should reward your friends and punish your enemies, not the other way around.
(Cheers, applause.)

When you reward your enemies, they think it’s weakness; you don’t gain anything. And
when you punish your friends, you push them away. So we’re worse off than before. But also,
number three, we believe that, within the Judeo-Christian belief, that supporting Israel is a
religious duty that, as believers, individually, we should support Israel as part of our individual
faith, and collectively, as a nation with a religious history, we have a duty to support Israel.
(Applause.)



Now, in my own life, my devotion to Israel has increased with each of the three trips that
I’ve taken there. I’ve had the privilege, for instance, of walking through the mountain fortress of
Masada. And if you haven’t ever done that, you need to do that. Almost 2,000 years ago — and
by the way, at that time, Jews had already been in the land, mostly ruling, for over 1,000 years
already — but the last resistance held out against the might of the Roman Empire.

And in the year 73, I believe it was, that resistance failed, and then for 19 centuries, Jews
were dispersed around the world. And yet, amazingly, the Jewish people kept their culture, their
language, and most importantly of all, their faith in God. (Applause.) But also, in my trips to
Israel, I’ve had the privilege of visiting Yad Vashem, the Holocaust Museum in Jerusalem. And
one of the most moving things there, of many moving things, is the tribute to the resistance
fighters of the Warsaw Ghetto.

And in 1943, for a month, a relative handful of brave resistance fighters, barely armed,
fought off the might of the German regime, the Third Reich. They eventually gave their lives,
for the most part, but I see that as a revival of the resistance that had ended at Masada, laid
dormant for 19 centuries, and revived again during World War II. And five years later, the
nation of Israel was born.

So the spirit of resistance was revived at that time. When you look at how the Jews
returned to Israel after so many years, I believe that anyone who opposes Israel is opposing
history and providence. (Applause.) I’'m going to finish up with a story about my son, Mark.
My wife and I have five children. In fact, Jeannie (sp) is here with me tonight. Jeannie, could
you stand up? (Applause.)

We have five wonderful children and our youngest just finished his year at Colorado
State University as a resident assistant — an R.A. And at 19, he’s a role model for the 18-year-
old freshman — (chuckles) — which is kind of an interesting thought to think about. But we
dropped in to visit with him one day, and there, on the wall of his dorm room, unbeknownst to
us, he had an Israeli flag put up — a big, Israeli flag. We didn’t even know where he got his
hands on that. (Applause.)

But I took two lessons from that. One is that children learn from their parents, and that
children are the future — they are the next generation, and that is where, I think, part of the key is
going to be found to peace in the Middle East. And I'm talking about people of all faiths. So
thank you for letting me be here today. It’s truly an honor. And it’s great to be with all the
friends and supporters of the Endowment for Middle East Truth. And I look forward to what the
senator has to say, and most of all, I look forward to Mr. Yousef and what he has to say. Thank
you very much. (Applause.)

MR. GAFFNEY: May I just say that, in the hubbub of getting everybody into the room,
we’ve overlooked at least one of the previous honorees who is with us tonight, and I’d ask you to
join me in thanking Cal Thomas for joining us. (Applause.) A truly great American. Have we
overlooked any other previous honorees? Speak now or forever hold your peace. No? Okay,
good. Having worked our way through bipartisanship in the House, let’s get a little
bicameralism going.



We have a very patient United States senator from the great state of Kansas —a man who
has shown, in much the same way as Congressman Lamborn, the commitment of an evangelical
Christian to the state of Israel; a man who has brought great moral clarity to so many of the
issues of our day, most especially the necessity of helping the people of Iran liberate themselves
from a tyrannical regime that terrorizes and undermines its neighbors and threatens the rest of us.
Senator Sam Brownback from Kansas. (Applause.)

SENATOR SAM BROWNBACK (R-KS): Thank you. Thanks, Frank, and thanks,
Sarah. And thank you guys all for being here and — it’s just — it’s wonderful to be here with you.
And it’s wonderful to be able to join in the fight with you.

This is my last year in the Senate. And the nice thing about leaving the Senate — it’s a bit
like going to your own funeral. You get to talk to people about your long goodbye and you get
to hear what they have to say. And I appreciate the chance to be able to work — and then, to also,
hopefully, pass on a thought or two about what we need to do, moving on forward.

We’re in a horrific, big fight. We really are. Iran gets their weapon. Jordan is trying to
get nuclear weaponry — or “nuclear technology.” That’s kind of the gateway start. And then are
we going to the Saudis? And then where? And then where? And then where? It’s just an
expansion that takes place. And we’ve got to confront this and we have to deal with it. And we
need to deal with it earlier, rather than later. And the sooner you deal with it, the less, probably,
problems you have and the more opportunities you have to deal with it successfully, rather than
later on down the road.

And I look at this group and I think this is a group that can speak truth into this situation
right now. Rather than saying, okay, let’s put it off, yes, okay, maybe they’re not really meaning
us any harm in Iran. It seems like we’ve said that about other enemies that we’ve faced in times
gone by as well. And I just would say that now is the time for us to speak truth. And that was
something that Frank said at the very outset, that we need to speak truth, and that’s something
that’s in short supply here in this country and in this town.

And I would just tell you one quick story about this, and then I'll be off. And so maybe
I’1l be the shortest of the congressional speakers, which would be a real oddity, I recognize, for
us to do this. You remember the story in Daniel about Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego being
thrown into the furnace, right? You all know that story. Shadrach, Meshach — or as we used to
say, Shadrach, Meshach and To-bed-you-go, as we’re telling the story at night — (laughter) —
they’re getting thrown into the furnace because they won’t bend down and they won’t bow to
Nebuchadnezzar, the king.

They’re saying, we will not bow down. We will not worship somebody other than god
himself. And they say, okay, we’re going to throw you in the furnace. They say, that’s fine. We
must stand for truth. We cannot go against what god says. And they were protected for standing
for truth. They were protected for standing for truth. And I find that truth is powerful if spoken.
We cannot deny standing up and speaking. We need to speak the truth. We need to stand up and



say the truth. And once the truth is spoken, it carries weight with it and it creates. Spoken truth
creates.

And that’s what I would just urge this group and the people here to constantly do, which
is to stand up and to speak truth. And spoken truth creates. And that’s what we’ve got to do.
(Applause.) And without speaking the truth, it’s like we stand in the shadows and are unheard,
and that people can’t know what the truth is. So just really, really would urge this group, as you
move on forward, to constantly speak the truth and that spoken truth will create. It always has
throughout history; it does now; and it will in the future. It’s been a great pleasure to work with
you. God bless you all. Thank you. (Applause.)

MR. GAFFNEY: As they say in the Senate, I’d like to thank the senator for yielding
back the balance of his time. (Laughter.) Thank you, Senator, for that, among many, many other
things. You will be sorely missed, needless to say, in the United States Senate. (Applause.) Itis
my great pleasure, now, to introduce a Persian Muslim, let the record show, who is a member of
what I believe to be the single most endangered species in America, a former Muslim.

And in fact, Amil Imani has become a leading force in a very important new movement
made up of former Muslims. Indeed, they call themselves Former Muslims United — that is
giving expression to their belief that just because they have elected to leave Sharia and its
dictates, they are still entitled to live. And most especially, they are entitled to live free in the
United States of America. This is a cause all of us believe in. (Applause.)

Amil Imani does a great deal through his writings, through his activism, through his
courageous example, to lead the way for others who, like him, are seeking freedom — freedom
from Sharia, most especially. And it is a great privilege to share with you him tonight on this
occasion — Amil Imani. Welcome. (Applause.)

AMIL IMANI: Thank you. Thank you. Thank you very much. How do you say thank
you, when you really mean “I love you?” (Laughter.) Ireally thank you very much, Sarah, the
EMET organization, directors who have selected me to be in this wonderful event. I am
honored. I am truly honored to be in this facility with all of you. Thank you very much.

Ladies and gentlemen, you know I was born in Tehran, Iran — been here 30, 33 years in
the United States of America. My country is going through hell, as you know. The Green
Movement was shut down. Last year, we were this close to overthrow the Ahmadinejad’s
government and Ali Khamenei, but unfortunately, the administration came too little, too late. It
is the same scenario what happened in Jimmy Carter, who installed Ayatollah Khomeini in my
country. [ am sorry to say that history has been repeating itself.

Ladies and gentlemen, I am the voice of hundreds of thousands of Iran’s best children,
many of the very children who have been imprisoned, brutally tortured, shamelessly raped,
viciously slaughtered by Allah’s beasts on this planet. Now, tonight is not a night that I’'m going
to talk about Iran. Tonight is EMET’s night. “Emet,” in Hebrew, means “truth.” What a
beautiful name — truth. We all love that name, truth. But lately, we’re afraid to say the truth



because of political correctness. We’re afraid to say it. The fear of telling the truth is devouring,
eroding, America.

And I have been writing all these years. I have been doing everything I can, everything
in my power. | have been only one person. But I could not show my face until two months ago,
because I was born in Iran and my dad went to Iran and I was afraid they would assassinate him
and kill me. He was 84 years old. But until two months ago, when he passed away, may God
bless his soul, and then I decided to come forward and show my face to the world.

So you have to put yourself in my shoes, what it means to be an apostate; what it mea